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share in the administration of the country, and that both of
these shall be increased as circumstances seem to justify.
While, therefore, order must be maintained with a firm
hand, it should be clearly shown by every act of the
British Government that its aim is to prepare India for self-
government.

JAPAN AND THE MIDDLE AND NEAR EAST

The political results of the war between Japan and Russia
have been even more evident in the Middle and Near East,
that is to say, in Persia, Egypt, and neighbouring countries,
than they have been in British India, and that, no doubt,
because the latter country has been more directly under the
control of a Western Power than the others.

It is quite evident that the Convention between Great
Britain and Russia with regard to Persia, Afghanistan, and
The Bntish- Thibet was the direct result of the victories of
Russian Agree- Japan in the war with Russia, and was an
mentp acknowledgment by the latter (however un-
willingly made) that her Central Asian policy would require
to be modified. The history of diplomacy with Russia shows
that in the past she has never allowed treaties to interfere
with her plans, when she thinks that conditions have suffi-
ciently changed to allow her to repudiate her obligations
with impunity. This was very distinctly shown in her action
with regard to the Black Sea Treaty, which was made on the
termination of the Crimean War, and to the Berlin Treaty,
which followed the last Russo-Turkish War, as well as on
other occasions. How far she will carry out the agreements
into which she has entered with Japan and Britain experience
alone will show. To put it in the mildest possible form,
she has certainly been very unfortunate in this respect
in the past, and it can only be hoped that the changing
internal conditions of Russia and the developments in the
neighbouring countries will strengthen rather than weaken
the reasons which induced her to enter into these agree-